Predators on Roblox: A Parent Guide

A quick, practical overview for families with elementary-age children

=>Predators Start With Friendship, Not Fear

Predators rarely begin with anything alarming. They start by becoming the most fun, most attentive,
or most generous friend in the game.

Common eatrly tactics:

Showing up repeatedly in the same games

Acting excited every time your child logs in

Giving compliments about skills, outfits, or creativity

Offering help or guidance to “level up”

Sending small gifts or items to build positive feelings

Positioning themselves as the child’s “favorite” or “best” online friend
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Why this works:

Children naturally trust people who are kind, fun, and consistent. In gaming spaces, “nice”
often feels like “safe,” which lowers a child’s guard long before anything inappropriate
happens.

Parent message:
“Kindness is great, but we pay attention to patterns — friendly behavior online doesn’t always mean
they are really your friend.”

=>They Move Kids Into Private Spaces

Once trust is established, predators try to reduce visibility. Their goal is simple: fewer witnesses,
fewer interruptions, and fewer adults.

Common moves:

> Inviting the child to a private server

> Suggesting a game with very few players

> Asking to turn on voice chat “to make the game easier’
>

Encouraging the child to switch to another app (Discord, Snapchat, WhatsApp, etc.),
even going as far as to teach the child how to add and access that app

> Asking for a “secret hangout” or “special place just for us”



Why this matters:
Private spaces remove the natural safety of public play and lures kids away from any game
based moderators. With fewer eyes watching, predators can escalate slowly and subtly.

Parent message:
“If someone wants you to switch to a different part of the game or a different app or game
completely, take a break from the game and come check in with me first.”

=>They Collect Personal Details Slowly

Predators rarely ask for personal information all at once. Instead, they gather small pieces over time
— each one harmless on its own, but powerful when combined.

Examples of “small” questions:

“What grade are you in?”

“Do you play on a phone or computer?”
“What's your username on other games?”

‘Do you have siblings?”

“What time do you usually play?”

“What's your favorite place to go after school?”
“My mom works all the time; how bout yours?”
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Why this works:
Kids see these as normal conversation. Predators use the answers to:

Build a profile

Tailor their approach

Identify vulnerabilities

Predict when the child is online
Determine whether parents are nearby
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Parent message:
“‘Even small details help people learn more about you, so only talk about things happening in the
game unless you are playing with a friend we know in real life.”

=>They Use Gifts or Robux as Leverage

Gifts are one of the most effective grooming tools on Roblox.

What this looks like:



> Sending Robux
> Giving rare items or skins

> Buying game passes
> Offering boosts or upgrades
> Saying “I'll get you something special if you stay with me”

Why this works:

Kids often feel they “owe” the person something in return — more time, more attention, or
more compliance. Predators use this sense of obligation to shift the dynamic from friendly to
controlling.

Parent message:

“If someone gives you gifts, you never owe them anything. If they make you feel like you do, then
they were not giving you a gift. Gifts are given in kindness with no expectations. If someone gives
you a gift and tries to make you feel guilty after, come tell me.”

=>They Test Boundaries With Small Rule-Breaking and Secret Keeping

Predators escalate slowly. They start with small rule-breaking to see how the child reacts.

Common red flags:

“‘Don’t tell your parents.”

“Let’s keep this between us.”

“Let’s try something. It's no big deal.”

“You're more mature than other kids your age.”
“Your parents wouldn’t understand our friendship.”
“It's just a joke — don’t be dramatic.”
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Why this works:
Each small boundary test helps the predator learn:

> How compliant the child is

> Whether the child fears getting in trouble
> Whether the child will keep secrets

> How far they can push next

Parent message:
“‘Anytime someone asks you to hide something or keep something a secret, that's a sign to come get

”

me.



=>They Use Emotional Pressure

Predators often shift from friendliness to emotional manipulation.
Common emotional hooks:

“I'm lonely.”

“You’re the only one who understands me.”
“l get sad when you don’t play with me.”

“l thought we were best friends.”

“If you leave, | won’t have anyone.”

Why this works:
Kids want to be kind. Predators exploit this by creating guilt, responsibility, or fear of hurting
someone’s feelings.

Parent message:

“You’re never responsible for someone else’s feelings. If your friend is sad or lonely, they probably
need to let their parent know so they can get extra support from the adults who love them. If you
don’t think their parents will support them, let me know and we can figure something out together—but
you don’t need to do it alone.”

=>They Push Toward Photos, Voice, or Real-World Contact

This is where grooming becomes dangerous. Grooming on Roblox follows the same pattern
predators use on other platforms (Minecraft, Discord, Snapchat, Telegram, and even mental-health
support forums): build trust, move to private space, test boundaries, create secrecy, and escalate to
pressure or coercion.

Common escalation steps:

Asking to turn on voice or video chat

Asking what the child looks like

Requesting a photo “just to see your avatar in real life”
Asking where the child lives

Suggesting they meet in another app

Asking to meet in person
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Why this works:

By this point, the predator has built trust, obligation, and secrecy — making the child more
likely to comply.

Parent message:
“No one online ever needs to see a photo, hear your voice, or know about your location to keep
playing the online game with you. If someone is asking for these things, please let me know.”

=>They Rely on Kids Not Knowing How to Block or Report
Predators count on kids feeling (and are sure to plant those seeds of doubt):

> Afraid of getting in trouble

> Worried about losing their device
> Unsure how to block or report

> Embarrassed or confused

Why this works:
If a child doesn’t know how to respond, they freeze — and the predator continues.

Parent message:
“If something feels off, you are not in trouble. | will be so proud of you for telling me. You won't lose
your device and | won't yell. We will figure out what to do next together!”

Parent Action Steps

Turn on Account Restrictions

> Blocks private servers
> Limits chat
> Prevents strangers from messaging
> Filters games to safer options
Step-by-Step Guide to Setting Restrictions
1. Log into your child’s Roblox account.
2. Click the gear icon (top-right on desktop) or three dots / More (bottom-right on
mobile).
3. Select Settings.
4. Go to Parental Controls.
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5. Turn on Account Restri ns.

6. Set a PIN so your child cannot turn restrictions off.

Set Privacy to Friends Only

> Reduces unsolicited contact
> Limits who can chat or join games
> Keeps interactions to known peers

Step-by-Step Guide to Privacy Settings.
1. Log into your child’s Roblox account.
2. Open Settings.
3. Select Privacy.
4. Under Communication, set each option to Friends or No one:
* Who can chat with me
* Who can message me
* Who can join me in experiences
* Who can invite me to private servers

Co-Play Roblox

> Builds trust
> QOpens natural conversation
> Helps you spot risky features

Teach the 3 No’s

> No secrets
> No switching apps
> No personal info

Discuss these 3 No’s early and often. Give examples or highlight them as you come across
situations in your co-play or daily life.

Normalize Reporting



> Practice blocking and reporting
> Reinforce safety over punishment
> Celebrate when kids speak up

Creating an environment where kids feel safe making mistakes will ensure that they come
forward when scary or uncomfortable situations arise. This requires you, as the parent, to take
time managing your own emotional reactions so you can be there when your child needs you
most!

Parents do not need proof to report suspicious behavior. The National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children (NCMEC) operates the CyberTipline at report.cybertip.org, where you can
report online enticement, exploitation, or coercion involving minors. You can also report directly
through Roblox, Discord, Snapchat, and other platforms, or contact local law enforcement if
there are threats or immediate danger.



http://report.cybertip.org/
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